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REFLECTIVE WRITING
BEGINNING WRITING

may use scribbles, letter-
Iike marks, letter reversals,
and/or strings of random
letters

AUDIENCE Engages in the act of ¢ begins to identify growth as a writer

/PURPOSE writing without specific e begins to write a message to others
attention to
meaning/purpose
Experiments with marks on
a page

IDEA uses drawings, symbols, begins to support ideas

DEVELOPMENT/ letter-like marks to begins to write about literacy

SUPPORT represent words experience(s)

ORGANIZATION shows some evidence of demonstrates directionality
directionality (top to attempts to have beginning, middle,
bottom, left to right) and end

SENTENCES may use some letters, uses letters, strings of random

' strings of random letters, letters, words to resemble a
and/or a few words to sentence, and/or some sentences
T resemble a sentence S
LANGUAGE labels pictures or produces uses word attempts or words to
: - simple text using symbols - communicate a message -
or letter-like marks begins to write 1n first person
uses few sight words, especially
those with particular meaning to the
writer
CORRECTNESS lacks spacing uses some spacing between words

uses letters to represent a word; uses
other inventions or approximations
to represent words

ends a sentence (copied or dictated)
with punctuation

begins a sentence (copied or
dictated) with a capital letter

begins to show sound/letter
correspondence
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BEGINNING-REFLECTIVE I
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Siudent dichsted to teacher.
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*  connecting literacy
experiences to writing
growth

*  supporting ideas
with details/examples

*  spacing
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REFLECTIVE WRITING

DEVELOPING WRITING
AUDIENCE * attempts to focus on the purpose of | ®  begins to focus on the purpose of
evaluating growth as a writer evaluating and/or analyzing growth as a
/PURPOSE ¢ chooses audience writer
s attempts to show awareness of * begins to connect the significance of
audience literacy experiences (reading, writing,
e attempts to use appropriate voice speaking, listeming, observing) to writing
and/or tone growth
* chooses appropriate audience
* begins to show awareness of audience’s
needs
* begins to use appropriate voice and/or
fone .
IDEA e attempts to present and support ¢ begins to present and support ideas with
DEVELOPMENT ideas _with specific personal literacy specific personal literacy experience (s)
experience (s) ¢ begins to use specific details to connect
/SUPPORT + attempts to use details to connect literacy experiences to writing growth
literacy experiences to writing e  begins to use appropriate and varied
growth examples
¢ begins to show own thinking about
writing growth
e begins to apply characteristics of the
genre '
ORGANIZATION s writes a beginning (lead), middle s attempts to develop an engaging lead
(body), and end (conclusion) * demonstrates logical order
¢ demonstrates some logical order * begins to use paragraphs
borrows structure from model * begins to use transitions
¢ attempts to develop an effective
_ conclusion
SENTENCES s writes simple sentences | » writes in complete sentences
* begins to use some variety of sentence
structure/length
LANGUAGE = shows some evidence of correct » demonstrates frequent, correct word usage
word usage (e.g., subject/verb (e.g., subject/verb agreement, correct use
agreement, correct use of “I” and of “T” and “me”
“me” * writes in first person
* writes in first person * uses a variety of words
¢ begins to use a variety of words
CORRECTNESS * uses spacing between words * uses more cotrect spelling; less invention
* uses sight words as well as and approximation
mvention and approximations ¢ . uses more correct end punctuation
¢ uses end punctuation * uses more correct capitalization
¢ begins sentence with capital letter
¢ shows sound/letter
correspondence
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DEVELOPING-REFLECTIVE May 4, 2007

Dear Mrs. ,

I learned a lot this year. Ihave a lot to tell you. T will tell you
what I am good at and what | learned. I am having a great time in
misses R' ¢  grade class. I hope I am going to be in your class
- next school year. I will do my best if 1 end up in your room.

K You will think that I 'am a good writer because I stay on
topic. That is the number one thing I am good at. I learned how to
‘do it when I did my first story. My first story was called the

Mouton the Fish and my Family. But on my second story | needed _

to fix part of the topic. I still did my best. The story was called The

Kitten and the Frog. '
s On stories 1 grab the reader’s attention. On my story map I

took notes to remember what’s going to happen in the settings.
Most of the time I need to monitor and clarify.

Reading helped me by grabbing the reader’s attention and
~ voice. When | read my favorite books I see where the author grabs
my attention. And the author uses good voice for his character.
“That is how I got good at those things.

Listening helps by someone reading a story and all the
“important things are in the paragraph and those things get read out
loud and it helps me a lot when [ write my stories. Speaking helps
me the same way. :

' I have good voice in stories. 1 am doing voice right now. I
_say it in my head without any £ says this or £ saysthat. ]
“write down exactly what I say. When I started.  grade I didn’t
“~know how to do voice. Now I am good at it.

I do good future articles by staying on the topic that goes
with the subtitle. The subtitle helps me to stay on the topic by
giving me clues of what the topic is.about. hope I can be in your
class next school year because I know you are a nice teacher.

Your new/_ﬁﬁiend,

PR P8-Reflective =~ .24 .
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DEVELOPING-REFLECTIVE
May 4, 2007

o s thooses audience

W (
Dear Mrs. K ) ° v\jﬁ?g? c,ﬂﬁS’OV]

I learned a lot this year. Thave a lot to tell you. I will tefl you
what I am good at and what I learned. [ am having a great time in

misses E' ¢  grade class. [ hope I am going to be in your class
next school year. I will do my best if I end up in your room.
- You will think that I am a good writer because I stay on
éi‘fz t‘oplc That is the number one thing I am good at. I learned how to
cvaluating do it when I did my first story. My first story was called the

aee " ‘t"r\ a“ Mouton the Fish anq my Famlly But on my second story I needed

4. writed / to fix part of the topic. I still did my best. The story was called The
o Kitten and the Frog. d@mu(\ﬁmﬁ’s some |ac chal order
- On stories I grab the reader’s attention. On my story map I -

eaﬁem‘ﬁs '"3 took notes to remember what’s going to happen in the seftings.

56 Sent ‘I’h Most of the time I need to monitor and clarify.
\ fai\ Wi B N} Reading helped me by grabbing the reader’s attention and
5@_‘;‘ aral  voice. When I read my favorite books I see where the author grabs

e ra my attention. And the author uses good voice for his character.
QXP@(‘\ ences f’I_'hat is how I got good at those things. & wiites _ Samp!c senfences.
- Listening helps by someone reading a story and all the o
“important things are in the paragraph and those things get read out
loud and it helps me a lot when I write my stories. Speaking helps |
‘e the same way. o shows some evidence of Correct werd u,,ﬁtuf
8“‘59{A\ﬁ3 T I have good voice in stories. I am doing voice right now. I
5 3L$ ?‘é‘Pﬁ ot oay it in my head without any £  says'thisor£ _  says that. 1
“write down exactly what I say. When I started . grade I[didn’t &
“~know how to do voice. Now I am good at it.c U Ses end Pund“udﬂoi’ }
I do good future articles by staying on the topic that goes
with the subtitle. The subtitle helps me to stay on the topic by
giving me clues of what the topic is.about. I hope I can be in your
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DEVELOPING-REFLECTIVE May 4, 2007

Dear Mrs. £ ,

You taught me the strength of writing I want to tell you what
I have learned from you teaching me to get ready for third grade.

I learned to speak clearly because my class does meeting and -
we have discussions and it helps us speak clearly. It helpsme
become a betler writer because it helps me not to confuse my
audience. You have to think about what your going to write before
your going to write it.

, Soon I learned about beginning middle and end. We locked
al many stories and wrote silly stories too. It helped me become a
better writer because if T didn’t put beginning middle and end in
my story my audience would get confused. They wouldn’t
understand what happened in the beginning middle and end.

Another thing I learned is to monitor and clarify because 1
usually think that when I’'m trying to put something in my story it
won’t make since. We read books and went back incase we didn’t
understand it.

Later we learned about questions. We asked each other about
what we learned about earthworms and we had to keep the answers
in are heads so we wouldn’t forget what the other person said. It
helps me become a better writer so that I can get my audiences
attention and have the audience think about the questions.

| After that we learned about transitions. We did some work
- on a piece of paper to see if we were listening and to see if we new

. what a transition word was. It helped me be a better writer so it
would flow and sound better. If didn’t put transitions in my
stories it would sound boring.

Finally I learnéd about having catchy sentences. We did

" something on the over head to get ready for a story that will get my |
audiences attention. It helps me be a better writer so that I get my
audiences attention and so that they won’t put it back and don’t
read it. . : '
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DEVELOPING-REFLECTIVE

I feel that I have improved more about the things that I have
learned and that I get better and better every day. Now I
understand how it works and how I put it in a sentence.

Your friend,
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May 4, 2007
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DEVELOPING-REFLECTIVE

I feel that I have improved more about the things that I have
learned and that I get better and better every day. Now I
understand how it works and how I put it in a sentence.

Your friend,
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REFLECTIVE WRITING
COMPETENT WRITING

AUDIENCE
/PURPOSE

focuses on the purpose of evaluating and/or analyzing growth
as a writer

connects the significance of literacy experiences (reading,
writing, speaking, listening, observing) to writing growth
chooses appropriate audience

shows awareness of audience’s needs

uses appropriate voice and/or tone

IDEA
DEVELOPMENT
/SUPPORT

presents and supports ideas with specific personal literacy
experience (s)

connects literacy experiences to writing growth

uses appropriate support (e.g., examples, details)

shows own thinking about writing growth

applies characteristics of the genre

ORGANIZATION

writes an engaging lead

places ideas and support in meaningful order
uses paragraphs logically

uses some transition words and phrases
writes an effective conclusion

SENTENCES

writes in complete sentences
uses a variety of sentence structures/lengths

LANGUAGE

makes few errors in grammar and usage
writes in first person
chooses language appropriate for audience/purpose

CORRECTNESS

makes few errors m spelling
makes few errors in punctuation
makes few errors in capitalization
makes few errors in abbreviation
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Reflective Writing about Growth in Writing through Literacy
Grades 4-8
Skills List

The writer of a competent reflection about writing development through literacy skills
demonstrates most or all of the following skills.

CONTENT

PURPOSE/AUDIENCE

Maintains narrowed focus on the purpose of evaluating and analyzing growth as a
writer through literacy experiences

Connects and communicates the significance of literacy strand(s) (e.g., reading,
writing, speaking, listening, observing) to writing growth

Selects and targets an appropriate audience

Meets and maintains audience’s needs (e.g., reactions, questions, need for
background information)

Uses appropriate voice and/or suitable tone

IDEA DEVELOPMENT
¢ Develops 1deas in order to support literacy growth
e Makes connections to literacy experiences and writing growth
* Analyzes and evaluates literacy growth for intended purposes
* Provides support (e.g., details and examples) that meets the needs of the audience

to accomplish the purpose
Applies characteristics of the genre (e.g., see skills lists for letter, personal essay)

ORGANIZATION

Creates a logical context for reading (e.g., engaging lead, introduction)

e Places ideas and support in meaningfil order
» Organizes logically and effectively in paragraphs
» Uses transitions and transitional elements effectively
e Concludes effectively
SENTENCES

Writes in complete and varied sentences
Demonstrates control and variety of sentence structure

Reflective Writing
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. CONVENTIONS

LANGUAGE
¢ Demonstrates control of grammar and usage
¢ Demonstrates appropriate language for audience and purpose

CORRECTNESS
* Demonstrates control of spelling and punctuation
e Demonstrates control of capitalization and abbreviation

¢ Makes few errors in correctness that does not interfere with the meaning of the
piece.

As students move from grade to grade, they demonstrate growth in the control and complexity
with which they use these skills.

Reflective Writing
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v Grade 4-Reflective |
Growing Into Writing
| By:M. D
- Hey future fourth graders! Did you have to write
writing pieces for a folder this year? You probably did.

You probably had a feeling about writing, you either hated
it, loved it, or did not mind writing at all. If you loved

writing this year, writing next year will be a blast. If you
either hated it or were ambivalent about writing, this
feeling that you have this year probably will change once
~ you get in fourth grade. This is because you will learn new
—things that wilt make your-writing better, which-willmake ——
you think differently about writing. Before I went to fourth
grade [ would say something like this, “We have to write
~another piece?! I really don't want to.” Wow, do I think
" differently! Now, [ would say something like this, “Yes!
. We have to write another piece! I can’t wait to get
) started!” All of these things I am going to mention helped
| me become a better writer and might help you.

Es

Walk Two Moons

First of all, when I read books, I find new things that I

could put into my writing. When you read, you should
3/27/07
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~ look out for new things too.
Reading Sharon Creech’s Walk Two Moons in class,

helped me mature as a writer. One way that Sharon
Creech wrote this book was with a lot of detail. As I was
reading it, I had a mind movie in my head. A part in the
book that I felt like I was watching a movie was when a girl
named Sal, found a bus that had crashed and her mom had

been in it and died. After redding this part, I wanted to
write like Sharon Creech, with a lot of detail. I wanted my
reader to have a mind movie too. I learned how to write
with detail and make a mind movie in my reader’s head.

————However,thatisnot the-only thing that Walk Two
- Moons helped me with; It also helped me with wrap up

endings. [ used to write with boring endings but,
immediately after reading this book, my head was filled
with many ways I could end my stories. This book showed
me that I could end my stories with something other than,
“They all lived happily ever after!”

Walk Two Moons also helped me put personality into

‘my characters. Sharon Creech put a lot of voice in her
characters. My characters all had the same personality last
year, they all agreed on everything. Because of this, my
stories were not enjoyable. While I was reading this book, I

3/27/07
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started making my characters unique. She put voice into
her characters and made them unique through, what they
said and their actions. I started doing this in my writing
too.

Yet, more things helped me become a better writer;
not just this. Like what I am about to tell you about,
soméfhing we doin class called, praises and suggestions.

- Praises and Suggestions

In my class we do something called praises and
of the room and reads one of their pieces. EVeryo‘ne else
has a sticky note and writes S on one side and P on the
other. S is for suggestions and P is for praises.

When I went up to the front of the room and read my
poem, “My Best Friend” and collected the sticky notes,
one person wrote, “You lost the rhythm in the middle.” I
read my middle over and over again. This suggestion
made me put new words into that part and take some
words out. Which made my poem have better rhythm in
the middle. This really made my poem sound better.

Doing this activity also helped me with million dollar

3/27/07
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words. One sticky note also said, “More million dollar
words.” After reading this, I searched my poem for words
[ could change. I used a thesaurus and found million dollar
words that I could put in their place. For example, I found
_the word tasty, I looked in a thesaurus and found the
word toothsome. |

Doing this activity really helped me use more million

dollar words in my writing, which made my writing more
distinguished like.

Another sticky note said, “Sounds like a short story.”'
Straight after reading this, I started taking extra words out

and putting it in poem form. My poem used to have
something like this in it, “I love my dog. She is so nice. She
is my best friend. She makes me feel good.” After doing
this, my poem said something like this, “My dog Lucy,
who is comforting, my best friend.” Doesn't that sound
more like a poem? _

I hope you learn as many things as I do when you
do things like this in class. )

Writing A Purpose Statement

- Before we even write our first word on our piece, we

have to write a purpose statement. This is when we write
3/27107
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in our writer’s notebook what we want our reader to learn
from our piece. After we write it, we highlight it and
memorize it. This helped me stay on track when I was
writing. Like when I was writing my Feature Article, I
started to get off the subject on to something that was not
‘on my topic. When my teacher read this she said, “Look
back at your purpose statement. Is this on your purpose

statement?” Without writing a purpose statement, I would
have had a Feature Article that was full of things that I
could write another whole Feature Article on.

Writing a purpose statement also helped me plan my

piece out. In"our purpose statements, we also included
what format our piece was going to be in. This helped me
visualize my piece and what it was going to look like
before I started writing. If I had not been able to visualize
my piece, I would have sat down and [ would not have a
clue on what I should put down.

Before you write, you should write a purpose
statement. It really helped me and will probably help you.

Planning My Piece Out

After I write a purpose statement, 1 fill out several
3127107
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“plan sheets. You should do this too because it really helps.
It helped me organize my Feature Article, “Stay Safe With

Strays”. Before I started writing I knew what I was going

to put under each subtitle, because I already did on my

plan sheet.

1 hope you use plan sheets just as much as I do.

| Because they really help.
———————As-aresult; Thave become the best writer Thaveever ————

been. I can now see my self as a writer when I grow up. I .

hope some of the things I have mentioned helped you

because I know they helped me.

3/27107
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o A PPlieS Characteristics of +he

Grade 4--Reflective 861'\ e (VC‘{‘ | ccti \/6)

Growing Into Writing

" Gelects and +argets
* aﬁc}rjgr;a’rcodudl'cmg and By:M. D
Sle

Sor Hey future fourth graders! Did you have to write

%ro%i“%ﬁlg pieces for a folder this year? You probably did.

You probably had a feeling about writing, you either hated
OQT@ES it, loved it, or did not mind writing at all. If you loved

Cottext writing this year, writing next year will be a blast. It you ‘
@é‘\(ﬂ either hated it or were ambivalent about writing, this °\?£\PC‘2P riate
(C\gmﬁ feeling that you have this year probably will change once “\ml\lghaﬁ
~ you get in fourth grade. This is because you will learn new
——— -things that will make your writing better; which-will make
you think differently about writing. Before I went to fourth
grade I would say something like this, “We have to write
~another piece?! I really don’t want to.” Wow, do think
differently! Now, I would say something like this, “Yes!
. We have to write another piece! I can’t wait to get
"started!” All of these things I am going to mention helped

me become a better writer and might help you.

. v _ _ £ e atina an )
‘gomesagﬁapm@\isef _Orhrc_’.a\/a\klou‘anﬁ and analyz_mj
Walk Two Moons

First of all, when I read books, I find new things that I

could put into my writing. When you read, you should
3/27/07
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~ look out for new things too. ) dm Ze‘%ﬁﬁf‘—fvﬂr

° ¢ ohNecds Readm Sharon Creech’s Walk Two Moons in class, intended
ar\d < 'ﬁmm 33 n?é r%\ ‘;:1‘1‘63l Ca%nz;e‘E/vn’cer One way that Sharon ?WPOS%
S‘?gr? Creech wrote this book was with a lot of detail. As [ was
Y‘eadt@}eadmg it,  had a mind movie in my head. A part in the
| mbook that I felt like I was watching a movie was when a girl

3 named Sal, found a bus that had crashed and her mom had

been in it and died. After readmg this part, [ wanted.to

write like Sharon Creech, with a lot of detail. I wanted my

reader to have a mind movie too. I learned how to write

with detail and make a mind movie in my reader’s head. lace s
" However, that is not the only thing that Walk Two fleas ond
- Moons helped me with; It also helped me with wrap up Suppert in

Mmeann !
endings. I used to write with boring endings but, Oﬁj'c

immediately after reading this book, my head was filled
with many ways I could end my stories. This book showed
me that I could end my stories with something other than,
“They all lived happily ever after!”

. makes  Walk Two Moons also helped me put personality into

Jg)omedm characters. Sharon Creech put a lot of voice in her

ﬁcrae ‘icharacters My characters all had the same personality last
ences
dr\d i) €T they all agreed on everything. Because of this, my
o
\gmw“(h stories were not enjoyable. While I was reading this book, I

3/27/07
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started making my characters unique. She put voice into

her characters and made them unique through, what they

said and their actions. I started doing this in my writing

too. | eUsSes
Yet, more things helped me become a better writer, 'xﬁz;‘gﬁ'

not just this. Like what I am about to tell you about, effect: \fc\Y

somethmg we doin Class called praises and suggestlons |

- Praises and Suggestions

:35“‘ zeS In my class we do something called praises and
: Yugges’aons This is when, one person comes to the front
@gﬁ‘:\' W&t the room and reads one of their pieces. Everyone else
P’a ?ﬂr l\shas a sticky note and writes S on one side and P on the
other. S is for suggestions and P is for praises.
When I went up to the front of the room and read my
poem, “My Best Friend” and collected the sticky notes,
one person wrote, “You lost the rhythm in the middle.” 1
read my middle over and over again. This suggestion
made me put new words into that part and take some
words out. Which made my poem have better rhythm in
the middle. This really made my poem sound better.

Doing this activity also helped me with million dollar

3/27/07
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words. One sticky note also said, “More million dollar
words.” After reading this, I searched my poem for words
"\'ﬁ‘g\ﬁ could change. T used a thesaurus and found million dollar
serteewords that I could put in their place. For example, I found
Wthe word tasty, I looked in a thesaurus and found the
word toothsome. |
Doing this activity really helped me use more million
dollar words in my writing, which made my writing more

distinguished like.
Another sticky note said, “Sounds like a short story
Stralght after reading this, I started taking extra words out Pro\( ides
— andputtingitin poem form. My poem used to have Pov""
something like this in it, “I love my dog. She is so nice. She
is my best friend. She makes me feel good.” After doing -
this, my poem said something like this, “My dog Lucy,

ot
who is comforting, my best friend.” Doesn't that sound a@PmPV

0w
more like a poem?

I hope you learn as many thmgs as I do when you
do things like this in class.

Writing A Purpose Statement

- Before we even write our first word on our piece, we

have to write a purpose statement. This is when we write
| 3127107
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o meets and Maintains Audience’s Needs (b'ar\ mu_;dv\‘
/ . ’ : !
in our writer’s notebook what we want our reader to learny & ¢ 1%

from our piece. After we write it, we highlight it and

memorize it. This helped me stay on track when I was

writing. Like when [ was writing my Feature Article, T

started to get off the subject on to something that was not |
‘on my topic. When my teacher read this she said, “Look ;Br‘“jﬁﬁ
back at your purpose statement. Is this on your purpose PP

statement?” Without writing a purpose statement, I wouy
have had a Feature Article that was full of things that I
- could write another whole Feature Article on.

Writing a purpose statement also helped me plan my
piece out. In our purpose statements, we also included
what format our piece was going to be in. This helped me
visualize my piece and what it was going to look like ‘C""C‘?sze‘s
before I started writing. If I had not been able to visualize 6;/?}%%&6
my piece, I would have sat down and [ would not have a ~as =
clue on what I should put down. el

Before you write, you should write a purpose

statement. It really helped me and will probably help you.

Planning My Piece Out

After I write a purpose statement, I fill out several
3/27/07
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plan sheets. You should do this too because it really helps.
It helped me organize my Feature Article, “Stay Safe With

Strays”. Before I started writing I knew what I was going

to put under each subtitle, because I already did on my

. 4 trates appropriote language
plan sheet 0‘%1%33,[1%& &ndPEu ose. guag

I hope you use plan sheets just as much as I do.

| Because they really help.
———As-aresult; T have become the best writer thaveever ——
been. I can now see my self as a writer when I grow up. I
hope some of the things I have mentioned helped you

because I know they helped me. o Concludes CR"&J_‘" VeJY

ot rammar, Spel\ing, ete.

Next Lessons
*  providing® support with examples

from own writing -

3/27/07
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GRADE 4-REFLECTIVE
) March 13, 2007

DearMss.L .,

Thank you for helping me learn how to be a great writer. You inspired me to
writc more. When I was in third grade, I wrote a lot, but this year, I think my wri_ting has
gotte_n‘(;vcn’bqt_ter since I"ve learned to include juicy words, metaphors, and similes. The

:v\{fiting tesource guide has also helped give me useful writing ideas.

One thmg tﬁzit I'learned was how to add descriptive words to my writing.. When
you read Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle's Won ‘t-Take-a-Bath Cure to me, 1 liked how the author
'exﬁiained how Patsyr-looked. Without even seeing the picture, I could imagine how filthy
. she was. I wanted to add strong, juicy words like that to my memoir. I first wrote, “It , ,1.:7* )
had sunflowers and different colored blocks.” That was boring and I wanted my reader ¢
to imagine whaf the quilt looked like. T went bacl_i apd___changeq it to “bright yellow )
sunflowers and brilliant colored blocks”., Can’t you picture 1t in your nﬁnd?

Anotﬁér thing we talked about was metaphors and similes. They both make
comparisons to help us see what a character is like. In the book about Mrs. Piggle-

- Wiggle, Patsy screamed and kicked like a wild animal. [ could imagine herjumpin_g like
ﬁ wild horse leaping and neighing. When I wrote about picking flowers with my
grandma, I said that the. daisies smelled Iiice spring. It is a sweet, new, fresh smell. I used
a simile in my poem, too. Can you imagine how excited the kids are to get extra recess
when I write, “We zoom out the door like cheetahs searching for their prey”? Using
similes paints a picture. | B
" Something else that has heiped me to become a better writer was learning how to

" use my resource guide. I used Yellow Duck as amodel for writing my how-to plece on
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GRADE 4-REFLECTIVE

.doing division. Ialso love using onomatopoeia words like Aaah! Ididn’t use

onomatopoeia in my portfolio pieces, but I do use them in my diary. (It’s the one you

- . gave me for Christmas.) When | get mad at my mom or dad, I scream in my diary,

“Aaah!” If anybody read it, they could see that I'm really mad. You and Mrs. R
always say, “Make sure you show. Don’t tell.”

T hope that you can see how much you have helped me. Ieven remembered to use
~ the resource guide to help me write this letter, You encouraged me to write in my journal
.at school, and now I write in my diary at home, too. Thank you for being such a good -

teacher and inspiring me to become a better writer.

Love,

E;
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GRADE 4-REFLECTIVE

.\aX‘?/ | March 13, 2007

LN
; &
DearMrs. L . @ ag&b\

Thank you for helping me learn how to be a great writer. You inspired me to

ﬁ»‘FOC,US&S ony

write more. When I was in third grade, T wrote a lot, but this year, I think my writing has Pur ose. gF

: . evaluatin
_.Jgotten even better since I’ve learned to include j Juicy words, metaphors, and similes. The Cifd @ﬁ al Y 'r_]j

e aPPVO’l)HGJf{L word cho\ces

L E

wntmg resource gmde has also helped give me useful wriling ideas. W\"r\‘er‘
° QO\'““\UTH(L@ Oné &nn?iﬁ%{\igleamé’c\l was how to add descriptive words to my wntmg When
m{imance o *appropriate Word ¢inolce.

“'"‘ ﬂ -I_Uyou read Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle's Won't-Take-a-Bath Cure to me, I liked how the author

WSI"\ "fi v" 'explamed how Patsy looked Without even seeing the picture, [ could i 1magme how filthy

. catri‘n: | of
;. -she was. ] wanted to add strong, juicy words like that to my memeoir. I first wrote, “It ™ »PUV\ Chi &‘h on
had sunflowers and different colored blocks.” That was boring and Iwanted my reader ’
) v e Val ua*}ﬁS
: * to imagine what the quilt looked Iike. Iwent back and changed it to “bright yellow lLiterac z‘
: especific dedails about ir&,m c.jnenence, gﬁi N+

sunﬂowers and brilliant colored blocks”. Can t you picture it in your mingd?

o g8 11-65 Another thing we talked about was metaphors and similes. They both make ; 1 gerts-

Jogially audience’s
e fchlL compansons to help us see what a character is like. In the book about Ms. Piggle- heeds

ih.para
£ \ 9 1gglc Patsy screamed and kicked like a wild animal. Tcould imagine her j Jumping like

ﬁ wild horse leaping and neighing. When I wrote about picking flowers with my

grandma, I said that the daisies smelled like spring. It is a sweet, new, fresh smell. [ used
a Varkﬂ-w B‘F
a simile in my poem, too. Can you imagine how excited the kids are to get extra recess sertence

Structure s
when I write, “We zoom out the door like cheetahs searching for their prey”? Using

similes paints a picture.

oanalyzes growth as a writer
{:0&156%0\’\ Somethmg else that has helped me to become a better writer was learning how to
\)UT 5

use my resource guide. Tused Yellow Duck as a model for writing my how-to piece on

. Qﬁh‘\*ro i of Gramemar- Past tense.
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GRADE 4-REFLECTIVE

.doihg division. Ialso love using onomatopoeia words like Aaah! Ididn’t use °cm 665[‘5 ;
aud ic:mce S
onomatopoeia in my portfolio pieces, but [ do use them in my diary. (It's the one you Y\
.- gave me for Christmas.) When I get mad at my mom or dad, I scream in my diary,
a m L a-(é,Aaah"’ If anybody read it, they could see that I'm really mad. You and Mrs, R
@
\})O" always say, “Make sure you show. Don’t tel].”

Lhope that you can see how much you have helped me. Ieven remembered to use

~ the resource guide to help me write this letter. You encouraged me to write in my journal

©
&ci)g\ ce. at school, and now I write in my diary at home, too. Thank you for being such a good .
n N
i o X i
teacher and inspiring me to become a better writer, COT\Cl U.dﬂi i
effectivel Y
Love,
E ..

°-S€,‘€C"i‘5 ar\dJrarSe"rs 3N ap rcPrmLe Aud.ence -
writes to Teacher who \’\e\Ped Wi J\‘h W\m+1n9 growmﬂ

° a")P \65 charac\ter‘lsﬁ‘wS G'F e 'P{i’-c‘h\/e 9@1’17’”@
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GRADE 4-REFLECTIVE

3/24/07
Dear Mrs.

You have helped me improve my writing a lot from last year. o

.When I look at my pieces from last year and compare them to
this year, I see a big charige in everything. AT the beginning of
fhe year I used to hate wbi_fing, but by the end of this year I'm |
' _. glad when you say "Get du’r your writers notebook" because T
~ know T'll learn é-omefhing new. Wri’ring.ﬁadcome hard for me at
~ the beginning, but you made it easier by showing me a couple

authors that had a writing s’rylre I liked.

My mentor author is a suggesf:on you made To me. Since you
showed me Br‘lan Jacques, T have added fiiore hunior in my Wr-i’rmg.
Brian Jacques first book Redwall inspired me to read more of his -
- series. If T hadn't read ene of his books my pieces would have
been humorless. The hares with there Englrsh accent and perilous
attitude muke the book m‘rer'es‘rmg Brian Jacques makes me
laugh when the hares make a joke. I alwqys want fo write like

that, making my readers feel the humor I feel. I did that inmy

L.
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GRADE 4-REFLECTIVE

feature article when I said the sloth sleeps 18-20 hours a day,

- that is more than feenagers sleep.

Read aloud has helped me use better word choice in my
writing. The books you have pi.cked out for read aloud have had |
| the kind of writing style I like. Such as in the book the BFG,
Roald Dahl made the book exciting by making up words. Instead
“of calling them gasses he said they were whizpoppers. So T've
learned how to add made up words (other than ordinary words) in
“my writing. In my poem I used the wobd_. —pl'-umme‘rs-_-insfead of
falls, to describe how the snow came down. By the end of the
year I have noticed that I like English authors such as Brian

Jacques and Roald Dahl.

Weriting more in class has helped me become a better |
‘wr'|+er My writer's noTebook has’ helped me brams‘rorm and list |
my |deas Reading over and over pleces in my writer's notebook
has given me the idea of the r'eader'. This has helped me know how
my reader wants the piece to sound. T can alsor see how the piece
might be boring, so I can add more action to the idea. I did this

when I read over a piece talking how I got a bobble head. T saw

2
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GRADE 4-REFLECTIVE

how I added to much dialogue and it made the piece boring, so I

only used the dialogue I needed.

I wonder if you can give me another suggestion for an
“author, so T can improve my writing even more. Maybe next year
my reading buddy will like a book that T will find interest in. I

hope you know how T have grown as a writer in reading this year.

With All Due Respect,

7
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GRADE 4-REFLECTIVE

3/24/07

Dear Mrs. . ¢ Selects and ‘l‘agei?
dppropriate audience

You have helped me improve my writing a lot from last year. ° PUrP(:’Js e
When I look at my pieces from last year and compare them to
‘this year, T see a big change in.eve-r'yfhing. At the beginning of __ prop ,-'l-(ﬁ@

the year T used to hate writing, but by the end of this year I'm Oice
- glad when you say "Get out your writers notebook" because I

- know I'll learn something new. Writing had come hard for me GE{;fS&Riescgg‘aif
the beginning, but you made it easier by showing me a couple ~ grewth asa
authors that had a writing style T liked. Sen ence.

] lO \Ca‘ ) . - . )
Cordext sappropriate ward choice omests
Lo read‘mg My mentor author is a suggestion you made to me. Since you audiflmes
' - showed me Brian Jacques, I have ddded riore huttior in my writing.

o Lonpects
{ mﬁcaﬂ(:e

o Sroscth

as g
wirer

Brian Jacques first book Redwall inspired me fo read more of hi

series. If I hadn't read one of his books rﬁy pieces would have
been humoriess. The hares with there English accent and perilous
© dppropriate ward choice .
attitude muke the book interesting. Brian Jacques makes me
laugh when the hares make a joke. I always want to write like

that, making my readers feel the humor I feel. I did that in my
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GRADE 4-REFLECTIVE

feature article when I said the sloth sleeps 18-20 hours a day,

~ that is more than teenagers sleep.

sevaluates
Read aloud has helped me use better word choice in my ng’m asa

writing. The books you have picked out for read aloud have had Writed

e 0w
QO ks the kind of writing style I like. Such as in the book the BFG,

Roald Dahl made the book exciting by making up words. Instead
of calling them gasses he said they were whlzpoppers So I've

duation

n
learned how to add made up words (o’rher‘ T?'nrc\m or'dmaleuwords) in

my writing. In my poem I used the word plummets instead of | G CCl'FI(_

falls, to describe how the snow came down. By the end of the details
year I have noticed that I like English authors such as Brian

Jdcques and Ro-dld Dahl.

«anal 7;@5“

Wrmng more in class has helped me become a better gr’ow’rhj?s
a WwWrrer

‘writer. My writer's notebook has helped me brainstorm and lis %
« appropriate Word choice for audience
my ideas Reading over and over pieces in my writer's notebook

. has given me the idea of the reader. This has helped me know how
o S POrJ( my reader wants the piece to sound. I can also see how the piece
P\aced might be boring, so I can add more action to the idea. I d[d this aPP"OPr"ﬁe

me%ﬂ‘:’ﬁmhen I read over a piece talking how I got a bobble head I saw examp‘e
Qrge _
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GRADE 4-REFLECTIVE

how T added to much dialogue and it made the piece boring, so I

only used the dialogue T needed.

I wonder if you can give me another suggestion for an .
*Transrtion
author, so I can improve my writing even more. Maybe next year

my reading buddy will like a book that I will find interest in, I

hope you k_ndw how I have grown as a writer in reading this year.
« condudes
effect \f’elY

With All Due Respect,

eG(JPiiaS characteristics of reflective Ygenre

3
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GRADE 4-REFLECTIVE

.Dear Mom and Dad, o _
You might not know that you’ve made me become a better writer and [ have
‘started to enjoy writing, By taking me on the cruise and other fun adventures
I have gotten lots of different ideas. I have wntten a piece called, Beach Day
- (my poem) which I got the idea for from the cruise. Two literacy skills that
have helped me in writing are observing and reading. I would like to thank

you for taking me on the cruise and opening all these doors for writing ideas.’

f’t s been eas1er to vmte thIS year because over the last summer I -was

observmg' S0 many thmgs For example on our cruise, you had'me vmtmg

| down each ecosystem at each island; In Jamaica I wrote that some people
there lived in caves ard used leaves from nature to shield rain away.
Everythmg I observed over summer has mfluenced me to become a better
writer. | have cven written a poem about Cotizumel, one of the lslands

- we visited on the cruise. I never noticed how helpful observmg really was 1u
my wr1t1ng The name of my poem was beach day whlch I got the idea from
“Jarachse beach at the island. An example from my poem would be were I
said ¢ cool bicezes brushing over your beautiful tanned skin” and that’s just

from observing.

'Observing has helped me as a writer because there are a whole lot of things
you can examine. Observing has helped me in writing because it helps me

., to be more descriptive, An example would be “her nose is pink” in my
poem, Rosy. Then I changed it to “her nose is as pink as a rose”. Isn’t that so
much more descriptive? Another example would be my poem about

| chocolate to observe it I let the chocolate melt in my mouth which made it

easier to describe. Some words that came up m my head were mouth-

.i
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GRADE 4-REFLECTIVE

- watering, dreamy, heavenly, etc. now you can probably understand how

observing has heiped me.

Reading has helped me as a writer too! Remember the book Goodnight
Moon_ you read me almost every night before bed? That helps me as a wnter
because when you read it you make all the right voices for the right
characters. This has helped me as a writer because it makes it easier to

explam the characters personality. For exampie when I am wntmg my

.wrlters notebook It s casier to make the characters come 1o life. An example

“from the book Samantha the Snob which I wrote about in my wrlters

notebook. I said “She just stuck her nose stralght in the air and said “Bye

losers ]

Observing and reading have helped me become a better writer since 3™
grade as I have also started to become a better reader and become much
more interested in observing,. I have a lot more ideas in writing because of

this. From Beach Day (my poem) to The Daring Adventure (my personal

narrative)l have gotten these ideas from books or from thin_gs I have
observed. Thank you mom and dad for reading to me every night and giving

me opportunities to observe things all over the world.

Love,

)
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GRADE 4-REFLECTIVE

aroeds .
' ed—s T\C}’i’a uoence
Pear Mom and Dad, e 5;;1 aPP"% Ppa’keﬂaw

, ,QD ch\S‘ZA You might not know that you’ve made me become a better writer and I have cij\jz\q‘qﬂ
e € ‘started to enjoy writing. By taking me on the cruise and other fun adventures QA

(0P .
' ‘).& ‘( ' I have gotten lots of different ideas. | have written a piece called, Beach Day

. {my poem) which I got the idea for from the cruise. Two literacy skills that
‘have helped me in writing are observing and reading. I would like to thank

you for taking me on the cruise and opening all these doors for writing ideas.

o grfgluaksﬁ;s beerzlreagri;.e_r to write this year because over the last summier [ was

@naljzeﬁ obser\rlng so miany things. For exampleé on Our cruise, you had me writing
rowthas '

? Writer

smeets
‘ _ . | audences
down each ecosystem at each island: In Jamaica I wrote that some people need s

there lived in caves and-used leaves from nature to shield rain away. appref f’iar-’—
. ) ' exampie
Everything I observed over summer has influenced me to become a better P

‘ © appropriste Wevd chaice. ‘
writer. [ have even written a poem about CouZumel, one of the islands e Connects
| significance
_ ot lqr*}e&”&CY
coecifi oy writing. The name of my poem was beach day which I got the jdea from STvand
e

we visited on the cruise. I never noticed how helpful obsei'ving really was 1n

_ _ - (chserving)
Cﬁg’\;l {s paradise beach at the island. An example from my poem would be were 1 1o %-m W‘\%
~ said “cool breezes brushing over your beautiful tanned skin” and that’s just 95 d
| writer
from observing,.

é-\‘i‘f Y};ii%gbﬁserving has helped me as a writer because there are a whole lot of things °9 Pb?&iw

Strand you can examine. Observing has helped me in writing because it helps me .

| . to be more descriptive; An example would be “her nose is pink”inmy e {_-P)Fg‘crﬁ h\?je
poem, Rosy. Then I changed it to “her nose is as pink as a rose”. Isn’t that so Meets
much more descriptive? Another example would be my poem about Y\ﬁéds Op
chocolate, to observe it [ let the chocolate rnélt in my mouth which made it &wame’

casier to describe. Some words that came up in my head were mouth-

se Fechive t rans't+ior\75 between parag ‘faphs
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O GRADE 4-REFLECTIVE

~ watering, dreamy, heavenly, etc. now you can probably understand how
observing has helped me.
< oppropriate voice
e (_‘0 hecBReadmg has helped me as a writer too! Remember the book Goodnight

an.

0_\33 m@ Moon you read me almost every night before bed? That helps me as a writer.

Wf,g] « cvaluates
i \ng?} because when you read it you make all the right voices for the right %mv\?'rh as
writer characters. This has helped me as a writer because it makes it easier to wrcter
| explain the characters perscnality. For example Wwhen I am writing my

, rans

- writers notebook 1t s eaSIer to make the C acterslcome IAJ lhfratin example
ec \‘Plc from the book Samantha the Snob Wthh I wrote about in my writers
i)Eg;r‘\‘ Sr-\ﬂnotebook I said “She just stuck her nose stralght in the air and said “Bye

losers

g les
emvader\shcs

grade as | have also started to become a better reader and become much ot reflechiwe

Observing and reading have helped me become a better writer since 3%

more interested in observing. I have a lot more ideas in writing because of Ser\f&

this. From Beach Day (my poem) to The Daring Adventure (my personal

narrative)l have gotten these ideas from books or from things I have
observed. Thank you mom and dad for reading to me every night and giving

me opportunities to observe things all over the world, o
: * Concludes
ctfective IY

Love,
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The Kentucky Marker Papers
Committee did not find a sample
to fit the category

Fifth-grade Reflective

Submissions may still be sent to

Lee Ann Hager
500 Mero Street, CPT 1913
Frankfort, KY 40601

Phone: (502) 564-2106
Fax: (502) 564-6470
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The Kentucky Marker Papers
Committee did not find a sample
to fit the category

Sixth-grade Reflective

Submissions may still be sent to

Lee Ann Hager
500 Mero Street, CPT 1913
Frankfort, KY 40601

Phone: (502) 564-2106
Fax: (502) 564-6470
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Grade 7--Reflective Sample #1

Confessions of a Seventh Grader

Five days a week, at 7:45 a.m., the bell rings at my school. Each time
it chimes I know it is time to begin class once more. With Cynthia Rylant
by my side, I feel like school is fun and easy. She helped me discover how
much I truly enjoy reading. Now, before you think this Newberry award-
winning author is attending classat J__~ - County Middle School, let me
explain. |

When I began seventh grade, all I could think was how cool middle
school would be. My friends and I had always dreamed of being older so we
could be Cool and go to middle school. All I’d ever heard from my older
brother was how many privileges you get and how awesome it is to be in
middle school. So, here I am, in the great, awesome, cool, above and
beyond anything middle school.

But, of course, the feeling of euphoria toward middle school didn’t
last. Do you want to know what one of the first things my language arts

teacher assigned? It was to read a book called Missing May by Cynthia

Rylant. The first thing that crossed my mind was, Oh man [ thought it was
supposed to be cool, but were doing my least favorite thing, reading.
After we finished the book I discovered something that shocked me. |

was amazed that I was ehjoying reading. It is not my all time favorite thing
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to do, but the book Missing May was so good I couldn’t put it down. Iam

still picky about things I read, but Missing May was great.

There were many things that jumped out at me in the book. I had
absolutely no trouble trying to picture what was happening in my mind.
Cynthia Rylant used lots of dialogue such as, “May wouldn’t have wanted
you caring for yourself, child.” It was so exciting and real it was like I was
right there with the characters. Plus, the dialogue was a lot like the way that
the people here in eastern Kentucky speak. My language arts teacher has
always pushed me to include these types of things in my writings like
Cynthia Rylant does in hers. Now that I think about it, I didn’t realize how

easy descriptive writing could be until I read Missing May. Now I have a

better understanding of what my teacher says when she talks about good
writing.

Reading in general has really helped me with my writing this year. It
has helped me to choose more descriptive words, develop my hooks, and
work on sentence structure. When I started writing my personal piece I had
a very good idea of how to do it. Last year it was a different story. I had no

clue where to even begin. After reading Missing May, I had a better idea of

how to get people’s attention and create more entertainment.
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After reading good examples of writing I felt like using more
descriptive words in my own writing. That is one of the things I do best in
my memoir. In my memoir I describe what my brother’s physical
description looks like so that my reader could picture him in their mind.
When I talk about his teeth I explain they are pearly white and I go into
detail describing his height and eye color. I felt like that was more
descriptive than just saying white by itself or saying something boring and
confusing, like pitch white.

I also felt like my hook in my personal piece was catchy. I used three
adjectives to capture the reader’s attention so they would wonder what the
paper was about. Therefore they would want to read more. I wrote: Caring,
brave, and helpful. What do these three words have in common? I know I
would want to read this paper if I was the reader. Plus, my teacher was
interested in it too. I was really surprised by how much my sentence
structure had developed since last year. In the second paragraph of my
personal piece I had to talk about where my brother went to school, what he
looked like, and his beliefs. I had to explain a lot about my brother. Without
reading, [ don’t feel that I could have put this paragraph in order very well. |
would have gotten sentences jumbled up and it would have made no sense. I

would have been pop corning as my teacher last year always used to say.

P8-Reflective 81


lhager
Typewritten Text
P8-Reflective 81


I’'m really happy with my writing this year and I think my memoir shows
that I have come a long way.

Reading not only helped me with my personal piece, but it helped me
in my transactive writing as well. My class had to write a feature article and
since we had been studying nutrition in math class our math teacher decided
she would help us to write a piece about it. She showed us how to search the
Internet and find the amount of calories in certain foods. By now you are
probably wondering how reading a book had anything to do with nutrition.
Well, I was thinking this when my teacher told me we had to write an
article; Is she crazy?

When I got to thinking about it I realized Missing May had really

helped me with my memoir so I decided I needed something to help me with
my nutrition piece as well. So I turned to magazines because I knew they
were set up in article format. To help me out I read several articles from
Cosmo Girl. At first I learned to get someone to read your writing, you have
to have a good hook. I decided this was the first thing I had to accomplish. I
saw that they started most of their articles by asking questions. I liked the
way the author got my attention by asking a question so I decided to use one
as my hook. Reading Cosmo Girl also really improved my dialogue. So, I

felt like I should use a combination of questions and dialogue to start my
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article. This is the hook Iused: May I take your order please? Yes I would
like a number nine and coke for the drink. Would you like fries with that?
This is a day-to-day conversation you would hear at a fast food restaurant.
To me this was a catchy hook that would get the reader’s attention. Before
reading Cosmo Girl I probably wouldn’t have been able to come up with a
hook as good as this.

When I read magazines I notice that most authors organize their ideas
by sections. They do this to organize their thoughts and ideas and not
confuse the reader. Reading helped me once more as I learned I could use
subtitles. Subtitles helped to organize the parts of my piece where I changed
ideas. I think people, especially teenagers, will benefit from reading my
article like I benefited from reading Cosmo Girl.

Reading the book Missing May helped provoke my interest in reading

and encouraged me to read other books as well. It has helped me to realize
that reading is not all that bad. Now, reading in general is still not my
favorite thing to do, but I don’t hate it like I used to. Hopefully in the future
I will read more books that inspire me as well as this one has.

Not only has reading Missing May opened me up to more reading, it

has inspired me as a writer as well. I think I have done a lot better this year

than I have ever done before. Don’t get the wrong impression; I still have a
P8-Reflective 83


lhager
Typewritten Text
P8-Reflective 83


great deal to learn as a writer. I’'m not ready to write a book or anything, but
my writings have really improved because of things I read. I would still like
to work on ways to begin and end my writings. I want to be able to tie the
conclusion in with the hook better. Maybe reading other material rather than
books will help me to do this. I can even keep a running list of hooks and
ways to tie conclusions into them.

My mom was really happy that I have improved my writing skills
from reading more books. I think if my teachers from last school year would
take a look at my writings now, they wouldn’t believe it was my work. Now
I'know that my teacher I have this year isn’t lying when she says I’'m a good

writer. I used to think she was just telling me that, but now I believe her.
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Grade 7-- Reflecive . Sample #1

Five days a week, at 7:45 a.m., the bell rings at my school. Each time

P o 9{’0 Confessions of a Seventh Grader
i | c .

[

Wit chimes I know it is time to begin class once more. With Cynthia Rylant

by my side, I feel like school is fun and easy. She helped me discover how

much I truly enjoy reading. Now, before you think this Newberry award-

W
winning author is attending class at J . County Middle School, let me \Q’%

B e SR
Y4

explain. WM W /

W When I began seventh grade, all I could think was how cool middle

school would be. My friends and I had always dreamed of being older so we é

could be cool and go to middle school. All I'd ever heard from my older § ‘
brother was how many privileges you get and how awesome it is to be in gﬁ
middle school. So, here I am, in the great, awesome, cool, above and §
beym_nd an% school.

& A ru'Cl’U 3 g
M, of course, the feeling otoward middle school didn’t

last. Do you want to know what one of the first things my language arts

\ supposed to be cool, but we're doing my least favorite thing, reading.

| ey
M After we finished the book I discovered something that shocked me. I

(@@V \ /(cher assigned? It was to read a book called Missing May by Cynthia

w3y

Wylant. The first thing that crossed my mind was, Ok man I thought it was b
s | al

L@"’S

was amazed that I was enjoying reading. It is not my all time favorite thing
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to do, but the book Missing May was so good I couldn’t put it down. Iam

still picky about things I read, but Missing May was great.

There were many things that jumped out at me in the book. I had
absolutely no trouble trying to picture what was happening in my mind.
Cynthia Rylant used lots of dialogue such as, “May wouldn’t have wanted

you caring for yourself, child.” It was so exciting and real it was like I was

I PR

tht there with the characters. Plus, the dialogue was a lot like the way that
h

e people here in eastern Kentucky speak. My language arts teacher has

always pushed me to include these types of things in my writings like

Cynthia Rylant does in hers. NO\; that I think about it, I didn’t realize how

easy descriptive writing could be until I read Missing May. Now I have a

better understanding of what my teacher says when she talks about good
Lonmachiom 1o ﬁimfd dhamel) waddt/nﬂ) to
writing, ] motng

Reading in general has really helped me with my writing this year. It

has helped me to choose more descriptive words, develop my hooks, and

work on sentence structure. When I started writing my personal piece I had

a very good idea of how to do it. Last year it was a different story. I had no

clue where to even begin. After reading Missing May, I had a better ideg of

how to get people’s attention and create more entertainment. % Al
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After reading good examples of writing I felt like using more
escriptive words in my own writing. That is one of the things I do best in
my memoir. In my memoir I describe what my brother’s physical
description looks like so that my reader could picture him in their mind.
When I talk about his teeth I explain they are pearly white and I go into
detail describing his height and eye color. I felt like that was more
descriptive than just saying white by itself or saying something boring and
confusing, like pitch white.
I also felt like my hook in my personél piece was catchy. I used three \. ﬂ
adj ebtives to capture the reader’s attention so they would wonder what the \g
paper was about. Therefore they would want to read more. [ wrote: Caring,
brave, and helpful. What do these three words have in common? 1 know [
would want to read this paper if I was the reader. Plus, my teacher was N

interested in it too. I was really surprised by how much my sentence

structure had developed since last year. In the second paragraph of my 3
A

personal piece I had to talk about where my brother went to school, what he
looked like, and his beliefs. I had to explain a lot about my brother. Without

reading, I don’t feel that I could have put this paragraph in order very well/?

&

would have gotten sentences jumbled up and it would have made no sense. |

would have been pop corping as my teacher last year always used to say.
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I’m really happy with my writing this year and I think my memoir shows

that I have come a long way. - W

y\b'y Reading not only helped me with my personal piece, but it helped m
Y

e e

in my transactive writing as well. My class had to write a feature article and

A e et i e i

since we had been studying nutrition in math class our math teacher decided

she would help us to write a piece about it. She showed us how to search the

Internet and find the amount of calories in certain foods. By now you are

probably wondering how reading a book had anything to do with nutrition.

helped me with my memoir so I decided I needed something to help me with

y nutrition piece as well. So I turned to magazines because I knew they

were set up in article format. To help me out I read several articles from

Cosmo Girl. At first I learned to get someone to read your writing, you have

to have a good hook. I decided this was the first thing I had to accomplish. I

saw that they started most of their articles by asking questions. I libdtﬁe\

way the author got my attention by asking a question so I decided to use one

as my hook. Reading Cosmo Girl also really improved my dialogue. So, I

felt like I should use a combination of questions and dialogue to start my
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article. This is the hook I used: May I take your order please? Yes I would \ g N |
like a number nine and coke for the drink. Would you like fries with that? . s
This is a day-to-day conversation you would hear at a fast food restaurant.

To me this was a catchy hook that would get the reader’s attention. Before

reading Cosmo Girl I probably wouldn’t have been able to come up with a

hook as good as this.

\When I read magazines I notice that most authors organize their ideas”
M >

y sections. They do this to organize their thoughts and ideas and not

confuse the reader. Reading helped me once more as I learned I could use
subtitles. Subtitles helped to organize the parts of my piece where I changed
ideas. Ithink people, especially teenagers, will benefit from reading my

article like I benefited from reading Cosmo Girl.

Reading the book Missing May helped provoke my interest in reading

and encouraged me to read other books as well. It has helped me to realize
that reading is not all that bad. Now, reading in general is still not my

favorite thing to do, but I don’t hate it like I used to. Hopefully in the future
| I will read more books that inspire me as well as this one has.

Not only has reading Missing May opened me up to more reading, it

has inspired me as a writer as well. Tthink I have done a lot better this year

than I have ever done before. Don’t get the wrong impression; I still have a

Wwéﬂwlaa(agvm@
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great deal to learn as a writer. I'm not ready to write a book or anything, but

my writings have really improved because of things I read. I would still like

to work on ways to begin and end my writings. I want to be able to tie the)

conclusion in with the hook better. Maybe reading other material rather than

i
Y\
M}\

books will help me to do this. I can even keep a running list of hooks and
ways to tie conclusions into them.

My mom was really happy that I have improved my writing skills
from reading more books. I think if my teachers from last school year would
take a look at my writings now, they wouldn’t believe it was my work. Now

I know that my teacher I have this year isn’t lying when she says I'm a good

writer. [ used to think she was just telling me that, but now I believe her.
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Grade 7--Reflective Sample #2

Dear Mrs. Carpenter,

Normally around the Christmas season teachers try to do everything in their
power to keep student’s minds off of Christmas break. We tend to get overly excited, and
concentration gets to be more of a challenge. You were different. You embraced the
Holiday, and connected it to literacy. When your hand came out of your desk drawer, at
first I thought you might have had a Christmas present for all of us. “Oh. It’s just
another book!” What I did not know, was that it was a Christmas present wrapped very
inconspicuously in the form of a red cover, and filled with around one-hundred pages.
The book was wonderful, and made my imagination go wild.

The title of the book was The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. It was about a family

of children, the Herdmans, who acted horribly and stayed in trouBle. Because of the
promise of good food, they show up in a church and end up in the play with the leading
roles. The author’s mom is the director and miraculously she pulls it off, and makes the
pageant great. The wise men brought ham for the baby; and the Angel was some piece of
work. However, it ended up being one of the best Christmas Pageants the church had
ever seen.

I can still hear your voice with its emotion, expression and feeling drawing your
students in. You made the book come alive. It was a great book, but your interest in it,
and laughter during it made me understand that I should not dread reading. It can be just
as fun as watching television or playing basketball. I don’t know if you saw a change or
not, but after you read that book to us I started to want to read with expression like you. I

also wanted to write with detail the way the writer of the story did.
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When I write a piece, I want my audience to have a clear “mind movie” or picture
of what’s happening in my story. To do this I must read with expression and write with
detail. So to practice, I began writing shott stories of my own. Believe it or not, I did it

on my own time. I would remember the hilarity of, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever and

tried to imitate its use of humor in my plot just as the author, Barbara Robinson did.
More importantly, I wanted you to be able to enjoy my writing like you did those books
that you read to the class. Iincorporated descriptive, complex words, a humorous and
exciting tone, an obvious voice, and an important purpose.

After writing my rough drafts, I would start revising. I remembered methods you
had taught in class to help us with revising like TOPS which stood for, topic sentence,
organization, punctuation, and spelling. Once I was done revising, I reread it several
times and was pleased.

What shocked my parents and grandparents the most was the books that I read on
a regular basis. That is when they started buying me books and I actually enjoyed them. 1
read two or three series like Hank the Cow Dog, The Magic Tree House Kids, and some
of Louis Sachar’s books. With every new book I read I learned new methods of writing.

You reinforced to me that I could learn from everything I read. In Holes I
learned to reflect back to old times. I used this in my personal memoir about my teddy
bear and me. 7he Magic Tree House books showed me the importance of
characterization. Hank the Cow Dog showed me the significance of using dialogue to

enhance the plot (even if the main character was an animal)
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What I’m trying to say is my upward spiral of reading and writing is owed all to
you. Thank you for the Christmas present. It was wonderful the moment you gave it to

me, but it’s even greater now!

Sincerely,

A happier reader and detailed writer
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WW Gr)ade /--Retlective Sample #2
% (eg? M : J ‘ .
oF eelocto amch Tangele afpréprlate audience

\Dear Mrs. Carpenter,

Normally arcund the Christmas season teachers try to do everything in their

power to keep student’s minds off of Christmas break. We tend to get overly excited, and
Aurarenes’

d.w’? - concentration gets to be more of a challenge. You were different. You embraced the
M Holiday, and connected it to literacy. When your hand came out of your desk drawer, at

first I thought you might have had a Christmas present for all of us. “Oh. It’s just

another book!” What I did not know, was that it was a Christmas present wrapped very
inconspicuously in the form of a red cover, and filled with around one-hundred pages Vx‘i‘ﬂ’) AJJf
The book was wonderful, and made my imagination go wild.

The title of the book was The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. H was about a famll

of children, the Herdmans, who acted horribly and stayed in trouble. Because of the

promise of good food, they show up in a church and end up in the play with the leading

- ruch,
roles. The author’s mom is the director and miraculously she pulls it off, and makes the

3

pageant great. The wise men brought ham for the baby, and the Angel was some piece of
Llpment

-
wotk. However, it ended up being one of the best Christmas Pageants the church had

ever Secn.

dents in. You made the book come alive. It was a great book, but your interest in it,
and laughter during it made me understand that I should not dread reading. It can be jus
as fun as watching television or playing basketball. I don’t know if you saw a change or
not, but after you read that book to us I started to want to read with expression like you. I

also wanted to write with detall the way the writer of the story did.
W WM
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§

Wm writing my rough drafts, I would start revising. I remembered methods you
\

Wt L

™ When I write a piece, I want my audience to have a clear “mind movie” or picture

of what’s happening in my story. To do this I must read with expression and write with
detail So to practice, I began writing short stories of my own. Believe it or not, I did it

n my own time. I would remember the hilarity of, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever and

tried to imitate its use of humor in my plot just as the author, Barbara Robinson did,
o

More importantly, I wanted you to be able to enjoy my writing like you did those boo

N

that you read to the class. Iincorporated descriptive, complex words, a humorous and

exciting tone, an obvious voice, and an important purpose. -—W WZMJ

had taught in class to help us with revising like TOPS which stood for, topic sentenceW
organization, punctuation, and spelling. Once I was done revising, I reread it several ( M

times and was pleased. Wﬁ% W") W

What shocked my parents and grandparents the most was the books that T read on

aregular basis. That is when they started buying me books and I actually enjoyed them. |

read two or three series like Hank the Cow Dog, The Magic Tree House Kids, and some b

of Louis Sachar’s books. With every new book I read I learned new methods of writing” N{y y‘\yfy\
You reinforced to me that I could learn from everything I read. In Holes I v

learned to reflect back to old times. I used this in my personal memoir about my teddy

bear and me. The Magic Tree House books showed me the importance of

characterization. Hank the Cow Dog showed me the significance of using dialogue to

enhance the plot (even if the main character was an animal.)
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What I'm trying to say is my upward spiral of reading and tmg is owed all to

' you. Thank you for the Christmas preseni It was wonderful the moment you gave 1t to

yg\) mut it’s even greater now!
the gene-

Sincerely,

,L. A happier reader and detailed writer
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Grade 8--Reflective Sample #1*

206L - St

C . L, KY 42211

April 10, 2007

Mr. Brian Jacques
Bountiful Books Publishing
2525 North Broadway

New York, NY 56325

Dear Mr. Brian Jacques,

Hello, Mr. Jacques, I am Cody C© -, a 13-year-old 7™ grader at T - County
Middle School. If you didn’t know, T~ * County is in Western Kentucky. I'm writing
this letter to you because you’re my absolute favorite author. T love the books in your
Redwall series, and I’ve read and reread each book several times each. Personally, I like
your books because they are filled with wars and adventures, and those are my type of
books. When I first started reading your books in 5™ grade, I found them in my school
library. Instantly I was hooked on them after I finished the first book, and I immediately
got another one. Your books are the best, and, even though you probably weren’t
thinking of it at the time, they have helped me advance in my literacy skills.

The first thing that your books have taught fne 1s to use more vivid descriptions in
my writing. Take my personal narrative, for example. Here is an excerpt from the rough
draft of my personal narrative: “The room held a chair, which looked like it was taken
from a dentist’s office and a flat screen TV for the younger children (not me!). ” 1 didn’t
use much description there, but here’s an excerpt from the final draft: “This room, which
certainly was very unique...probably the only one of it’s kind I had ever set eyes upon

before, was the residence of a chair, the chair looked like it had been shipped from a

- dentist’s office.” It’s a lot more descriptive, isn’t it? Description is so important because
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it pulls the reader into the story. It brings them into a new world and plays out a movie in
the reader’s head. From reading your books, I was entangled in the enchanting story that
you wove, and [ felt as if I was right there with Martin, Dinny, and Gonff, and all the
other Redwallers. Your descriptive stories influenced my writings, and now I can place
readers in my stories, too.

Secondly, you’ve taught me how to use dialogue. When I read your books, there
are many different dialogues that the characters speak. You use different words for
different species, and it shows their personality. There’s the sea-like and nautical way of
speaking that the otter uses, the mumbling and sputtering of the dormouse, and the
quaint, almost unreadable dialect of the mole. When I read it, it gets me in quite a
jumble! Reading all of these different types of language has taught me to use a variety of
unique forms of dialogue. Take this excerpt, also from my personal narrative, which
contains some dialogue: “Excellent, then you won’t be nervous?” she asked me. “No
Ma’am,” I replied. 1 know it isn’t very unique dialogue, unlike your molespeak, but I
couldn’t think of any other way to put it. Since reading your books, I have experienced
many different types of dialogue and how they help you to get to know the characters
better. Now I can add some interesting dialogue to pull my readers further and further
into the stories I write, just like you!

Finally, you’ve taught me about word choice. When reading your epic novels, full
of battles and times of great terror and joy, you use a wide range of very descriptive and
sophisticated words such as scrumptious, tremendous, colossal, ancient, poisonous, and
many, many more. It traps me in a cocoon of adventures that almost never releases me.

Your words are very descriptive and aren’t plain at all. Instead of using big, you use
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gigantic. When you could use meal, you change it to feast. All of these words give me a
large word choice, which means I use more descriptive words instead of boring, old,
plain ones. When I write a story, I make sure to include as many of these words as I can.
Take this excerpt from my science poem: “If [ were a crocodile living in the Louisiana
Bayou, I would hear muted silent crocodiles waiting silently for their prey, sighing
moaning winds blowing through the drooping trees, and buzzing insects whistling their
tranquil symphonies across the swamp.” 1 tried to use as many intriguing words in that
stanza that I could, do you like #? In the future, as I write more stories, I'll use word
choice and continue to make my readers be transfixed to the pages in front of them.

All in all, T thank you, Mr. Jacques, for your tremendous help in my progress as a
good writer. I love your books, and they’ve been an influence to me in every way. Your
stories weave a blanket of drama and conflict, of war and peace, but most of all the
troubles of the Redwallers and the brave hares, ruled over by the Badger Lord at
Salamandstradon. With every page, the blanket gets even thicker. I hope that, in the
future, [ become as great of a writer as you are, Mr. Jacques, and I hope you’ll consider
adding some more books in the Redwall series, for they’re my absolute favorite books

written by my absolute favorite author.

Sincerely,

CodyC = .

*While this piece was written by a 7th grade student, it demonstrates
writing skill development at the 8th grade level.
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Sy g @JV Grade 8--Reflective Sample #1*

206L . St
C ,KY42211
April 10, 2007

Mr. Brian Jacques

' N Bountiful Books Publishing
154

2525 North Broadway
New York, NY 56325

Qeﬂeofbmmﬂw WWZQM ore
Dear Mr. Brian Jacques,”

Hello, Mr. Jacques, I am Cody C - , a 13-year-old 7" graderat T - County

Middle School. If you didn’t know, T - County is in Western Kentucky. I’m writing W

this letter.to you because you’re my absolute favorite author. 1 love the books in your.

Redwall series, and I've read and reread each book several times each. Personally, I like

your books because they are filled with wars and adventures, and those are my type of
books. When I first started reading your books in 5 grade, I found them in my school
library. Instantly I was hooked on them after I finished the first book, and 1 immediately
got another one. Your books are the best, and, even though you probably WereW
thinking of it at the time, they have helped me advance in my literacy skills. MM

&/ . The first thing that your books have taught me is to use more vivid descriptions in

y writing. Take my personal narrative, for example. Here is an excerpt from the rough

= .

draft of my personal narrative: “The room held a chair, which looked like it was taken
from a dentist’s office and a flat screen TV for the younger children (not me!).” 1 didn’t
use much description there, but here’s an excerpt from the final draft: “This room, which
certainly was very unique...probably the only one of it's kind I had ever set eyes upon
before, was the residence of a chair, the chair looked like it had been shipped from a

dentist’s office.” It’s a lot more descriptive, isn’t it? Description is so important because

otience. davontrieas
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F

other Redwallers. Your descriptive stories influenced my writings, and now I can place

readers in my stories, too. > WW % ‘%

M econdly, you’ve taught me how to use dialogue. When I read your books, there

are many different dialogues that the characters speak. You use different words for

different species, and it shows their personality. There’s the sea-like and nautical way of AJ
_ J 0

speaking that the otter uses, the mumbling and sputtering of the dormouse, and the , y

1t pulls the reader into the story. It brings them into a new world and plays out a movie in

the reader’s head. From reading your books, I was entangled in the enchanting story that

you wove, and I felt as if | was right there with Martin, Dinny, and Gonff, ﬁd all %

quaint, almost unreadable dialect of the mole. When I read it, it gets me in quite a

—— phedt s
jumble! Reading all of these different types of language has taught me to use a variety of gb / ﬁi gg :

.

unique forms of dialogue. Take this excerpt, also from my personal narrative, which

contains some dialogue: “Excellent, then you won’t be nervous?"” she asked me. No&wyﬁ

Ma’am,” I replied. 1 know it isn’t very unique dialogue, unlike your molespeak, but I

couldn’t think of any other way to put it. Since reading your books, 1 have experienced
many different types of dialogue and how they help you to get to know the characters
better. Now I can add some interesting dialogue to pull my readers further and further _
into the stories T write, just hke you! yo)) :
Finally, you’ve taught me about word choice. When reading your epic novels, full

of battles and times of great terror and joy, you use a wide range of very descriptive and

. el \ ‘ .
sophisticated words such as scrumptious, tremendous, colossal, ancient, pmanouS, and
many, many more. It traps me in a cocoon of adventures that almost never releases me.

Your words are very descriptive and aren’t plain at all. Instead of using big, you use
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gigantic. When you could use meal, you change it to feast. All of these words give\me a
large word choice, which means I use more descriptive words instead of boring, old,
plain ones. When I write a story, I make sure to include as many of these words as I can.

Take this excerpt from my science poem: “If I were a crocodile living in the Louisiana

Bayou, I would hear muted silent crocodiles waiting silently for their prey, sighing
moaning winds blowing through the drooping trees, and buzzing insects whistling their
tranquil symphonies across the swamp.” 1 tried to use as many intriguing words in that

N

% troubles ¢ Redwallers and the brave hares, ruled over by the Badger Lord at %

stanza that I could, do you like it? In the future, as I write more stories, 1’1l use word
choice and continue to make my readers be transfixed to the pages in front of them.

All in all, I thank you, Mr. Jacques, for your tremendous help in my progress as a
good writer. I lox}e your books, and they’ve been an influence to me in every way. Your

stories weaye a blanket of drama and conflict, of war and peace, but most of all the

aIamandsM‘p&g@,t\he blanket gets even thicker. I hope that, in the

future, 1 become as great of a writer as you are, Mr. Jacques, and I hope you’ll consider
adding some more books in the Redwall series, for they’re my absolute favorite books

written by my absolute favorite author.

Smcerely W W
Cody C W«W U WW amd! Wm

WWM

Hdngy 2 v %W@@MW@%

Whllemg%as written by a 7th grade student, it demonstrates

writing skill development at the 8th grade level.
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